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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

Dear Family, 

 

 There is a phrase that I love, not because it’s uplifting, 
or because it’s scripture, and I’m not sure who said it f irst, but I 
use it a lot! It’s, “hurting people, hurt people”. As I live each 

day in this world that God created, I see and experience so much hurt around 
me. As my wife shares with me about her students and how they hurt each 
other, she also shares how these kids have been hurt by their parents, their 
siblings and by other kids. Many of you have shared with me how someone has 
hurt you by something they said to you, something they did to you, or how your 
own hurts have affected someone else.  

 

 When we are hurt, we become defensive and want to protect ourselves 
f rom more hurt. But our defensiveness builds walls that divide us f rom any 
appearance of  danger, we became more isolated, and as a result, hurt more. 
We need to relook at what is written in scripture for how we live in a hurting 
world. Peter writes in 1 Peter 4:7b-8, “Therefore be clear minded and self-
controlled so that you can pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because love 

covers over a multitude of sins.” 

 

 I think the application of  this for how we live is this: 

 1st – To be clear-minded and self-controlled is to watch our emotions, 
such as anger, when we are hurt. While we may be hurt by someone 
else, look to see what is going on in that person’s life to see if  they are a 
hurting person. 

2nd – Love each other deeply has to do with absorbing some pain so 
that the chain of  hurting will stop. This type of  love has some suffering in 
it so that we keep loving others. 

3rd – Because love covers over a multitude of sin has to do with the 
grace we give to the hurting person. We can be hurt by 
misunderstandings and we may strike back.  We can seek our right of 
revenge, or we can give grace. 

 4th – Clear minded also means that we realize when more help is 
needed other than our grace. Sometimes we need to pull away f rom the 
hurt, but still seek grace and help for the person who hurt us. 

 

 We need to model the Grace of  Christ in our lives and give the Peace of  
Christ to a hurting world. “Hurting people, hurt people.” It’s only when we give 
grace and love that the hurting will stop. Love covers a multitude of sin.  

His child, 

Pastor Steve      
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AUGUST BOARD REPORT 
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 

During the summer months, many of us are blessed to be able to take vacation time off. 
However, our church does not take a vacation, but continues to operate. Your Board of 
Deacons, likewise, continues to meet every month in order to conduct the important work of  
overseeing the business of our church. 

One of  those important duties is to monitor the f inancial health of  our church. We noted, at 
our August meeting, that July revenues were lower than expected, while expenditures were 
a little higher than anticipated, resulting in expenditures exceeding revenues by $34,471. 

Year-to-date, expenditures have exceeded revenue by $40,115. We are continuing to carefully watch 
both the amount of  money coming in as well as how well we are managing expenses. 

Our church continues to be blessed with the addition of  new members to our congregation. The Board 
was pleased to approve the membership of  five new members, two of  which are f rom Nichigo, for the 
month of  August. 

Your Board also reviewed Pastor Daniel Matsuda’s sabbatical proposal. Pastor Daniel delineated his 
goals and activities for the period f rom September through the beginning of  December when he will be 
on leave f rom his regular duties at church. Pastor Daniel’s sabbatical proposal was approved. 

There were ten applicants this year for the Christian Service Scholarships. These scholarships are for 
GVBC students who are enrolled in school and are actively serving in ministry capacities, either at 
GVBC, another church they are attending while away at school, or on campus. Your Board was pleased 
to approve scholarships for each of these ten students [listed in Issue 14, August 22, 2012 Spirit]. 

Your Board also reviewed applications for Seminarian scholarships. These scholarships are for GVBC 
students who are currently studying in seminary or similar studies. We were pleased to approve a 
number of  scholarships. 

Please keep your Board in prayer as we work on the very important process of approving our church 
budget for 2013. 

Until next month . . . 

BY FAITH GO MOVE A MOUNTAIN — 18 MONTH REPORT 

We f inished the “By Faith Go Move a Mountain” sermon series in April 2011. We had three mountain goals: 
Neighborhood, Family & Finances. Each of these goals had a personal goal, as well as a church goal. I 
thought it would be good to give you an update as to how we have been doing with our “mountains”. 

The goal of the church’s f inance mountain was to be able to commit to our monthly loan payment for 48 
months (Nehemiah 4). We were blessed to receive a commitment far more than our monthly loan payment! 

In April 2011, we had a principle loan balance of  $3,633,182. With the Nehemiah 4 “f irst f ruit offering” we 
paid down the principle amount by $618,000. As of August 2012, our principle balance is now $2,816,996. 
Since the last pay down, we have received $180,000 and will be making another principle pay down soon. 

On the personal goal of the f inance mountain, we will be starting a sermon series on September 16 entitled, 
“Extraordinary Financial Fitness”. This series will teach biblical principles of  what money is for; our values 
and how to live God’s purpose for our f inancial lives. 

For the “mountain” of neighborhood, we will be having a Concert of  Prayer for our neighbors, families, and 
community on Friday, September 14 at 7 PM in the sanctuary. Please make plans to attend. We are also 
participating in Keep Gardena Beautiful on Saturday, September 15. 

We are working on three mission statements for each of  the three mountains (Neighborhood, Family & 
Finance) and will f inish soon. 

Thank you for your participation in “By Faith Go Move a Mountain”. Much more is coming! 

Silvio Carrara 

Co-director, By Faith Go Move a Mountain 
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This year f rom July 23-27, we took a trip back 
to nature and transformed our church campus 
into a beautiful wilderness park f illed with 
colorful canyons, rivers jumping with salmon, 
an underground bat cavern, a beaver lodge, 
and our own version of  Mt. Rushmore (Mt 
Trustmore) complete with faces of  the pastoral staff. Our 
theme verse came f rom Philippians 4:19, “My God will 
meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in 

Christ Jesus.” 

God really met our needs by providing 180 wonderful 
volunteers and 58 of  them were youth. The volunteers 
did an outstanding job, connecting with the children and 
sharing God’s love with them. There were 176 campers 
f rom f inished preschool through f inished 5th grade who 
learned to trust in Jesus and His promises of “True 
Peace, True Power, True Riches, True Love, and True 
Hope.” We welcomed 87 visitors to our church. The 
children had a great time playing games, such as 
scampering squirrels and a survival skills contest. They 
made creative craf ts such as a hand-print moose bag 
and ate cool snacks like beaver ice cream cups. Grizzly 
Dan and the River Rats led the children in fun worship 
songs, glorifying God. 

New this year, we taught the Gospel message to the 
children during the whole week so they could understand 
God’s Big Love Story for us. Praise God because 37 
children made a decision to accept Jesus as their Lord 
and Savior. We emailed their families and will be 
personally contacting them to ensure these children have 
the support and materials they need, such as Bibles to 
continue their spiritual journey with Jesus. 

Our mission’s project was “One Million Children.” For 
every dollar donated, it would equal one year of  Bible 
materials for a child to learn and understand what it 
means to have a relationship with Jesus. The VBS 
children did chores in their homes to earn money to 
provide Bible materials for 312 children. 

Again, we were able to charge $15 per child to attend 
VBS to make it more affordable for families as well as 
provide scholarships. God truly is amazing. Even with 
such a huge and a very costly event, He is faithful and 
provides for everything, including taking care of  all of our 
expenses. 

I personally wanted to thank this year’s core team, 
consisting of  Carol Allen, Marcy Cottrell, Mae Kuratani, 
Nancy Langley, Linda Matsuda, Sanaye Nagami, and 
Kathy Sato. I also sincerely appreciate all of you who 
sacrif iced your time, donated materials and money, as 
well as praying earnestly for VBS. You truly impacted our 
community by pointing the children to Jesus! 

Blessings, Susan Wakuta 

COOL, COOL SUMMER 

SONRISE NATIONAL PARK VBS 
BY SUSAN WAKUTA, CHILDREN’S ELEMENTARY DIRECTOR 

Photos by Amy Komae, Russell Nagata 

and Mike Yogi 
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LIVING WITH PURPOSE 

PROFILE OF WES HARADA 

BY KATHY AISO 

W isely, Wes Harada strives to live by the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12). In high school Wes was so moved by the Beatitudes he underlined 
the verses in the family Bible. Af ter he became a Christian, when he was 15, 
he felt committed to try to live by them. “I want to be a responsible Christian 
whose life ref lects Christ,” Wes aff irmed. “The Beatitudes are like an 
instruction manual for life.” 

Opportunity to outreach to others 

Throughout the years, Wes had jobs in banking/f inance. Because he related well to people and was a good 
worker, he was asked by his department manager if  he would like to join him at a new company. In the late 
1990s, it was a good opportunity which Wes accepted since their company, Southern Pacif ic Bank in Irvine, 
was downsizing. Shortly af ter arriving at the new company, FCI Lender Services (FCILS) in Anaheim Hills, 
Wes was named Vice President of  Loan Financing. Over the years and continuing today, he has a f riendly 
working relationship with President & CEO, Mike Griff ith. Their families would sometimes get together at 
Anaheim Ducks hockey games. Wes sees his relationship with Mike and their families as an opportunity to 
share in Christian fellowship. 

God’s grace gives him peace 

Wes’ work environment is very fast paced and stressful. He may feel f rustrated or angry at times, but he tries 
to respond in a kindhearted manner to everyone. While some take advantage of  others, he tries to respond 
calmly and fairly. “I believe the grace of  God is what gives me peace in this environment.” In making a 
difference, he also donates blood regularly to the Red Cross. He feels this is a way of helping someone in 
need. It is also a gif t f rom God which gives him the opportunity to do so. 

Understanding Christianity 

A native of  Los Angeles, Wes grew up in a strong Christian home. As an only child, he attended Hollywood 
Presbyterian Church (HPC) in Los Angeles with his parents, Ted and Mako Harada. Although Wes regularly 
attended Sunday school at HPC, he did not understand what Christianity was all about. When the family 
moved to Gardena and began attending GVBC, he was introduced to the Gospel. In high school, while at Mt. 
Hermon, he accepted the Lord af ter understanding what it meant to be a Christian. It was also at Mt. Hermon 
where Wes met his future wife, Natalie. 

A GVBC wedding 

Wes and Natalie reacquainted later during a summer school art class at Gardena High School (GHS). They 
eventually became f riends. Over the years, their f riendship blossomed. The Haradas married at GVBC. They 
are the proud parents of  adult children, Loni, Loren, and Lyle. “Natalie is very organized and the backbone of  
the family,” Wes shared. At GVBC, Wes serves on the Finance Committee and is on the Board of  Deacons. 
Natalie is also active at GVBC with childcare and the Hula Ministry. While grinning, he shared, “Natalie is also 
a very generous and loving person.” 

Christians who stepped up to do more 

Blessed with a clean bill of health, at age 56, he credits the Lord. Throughout the years he attended church 
regularly with the exception of when he played NAU baseball when the games were played on Sundays. Later 
his son played hockey for the Anaheim Junior Ducks and most of his games were on Sundays. During his high 
school years, Wes appreciated the Christian examples and leadership of  his peers, Brian Hayashi, Kent 
Komae, Cyril Nishimoto, and Jim Tanizaki. “I admired them for their commitment to the high school and 
college youth,” Wes stated. “They stepped up to do more and took leadership roles.” 

(Continued on page 5) 

Our charge is to ensure our 
lives, deeds, and words give a 
testimony to the Gospel that 
naturally points people to the 
love of Christ. 
— Richard Stearns, President 

World Vision U.S. 
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Christian Service Scholarship Recipients 

Dear GVBC family, 

Thank you very much for your generous gift to our college scholarship!  We look forward to continuing 
our education at CSULB (California State University Long Beach). We will be entering our third year this 
coming fall. Many thanks again! 

Love, 
Sheri and Kristi Shimazu 

Dear GVBC, 

Thank you so much for the generous Christian Service Scholarship. I appreciate your support. I look 
forward to continuing to do God’s work next year and the years to come. Thanks for the scholarship and 
for your encouragement. 

Blessings, 
Grace Hayashi 

FAMILY NEWS 

Prayers to our many sister and brothers who have lost loved ones: 

� Our condolences and prayers go out to the family of Hiroo Morinaka, a Nichigo member. His 

memorial service will be held on Thursday, September 6 at 11:00 a.m. at Green Hills Memorial Park. 
Internment will immediately follow the service. Pastor Annette Kakimoto will off iciate. 

Welcome to our new members 

 

The Right Hand of  Fellowship was extended to Sachiko DilPare 
(pictured at right) and Frank & Patsy Kuwata (pictured at left) 
during the f irst worship service on Sunday, August 26. Our new 
members were baptized on Sunday, July 15. Welcome to our 
GVBC family! 

Following graduation f rom GHS, Wes attended Harbor  College where he earned his A.A. Degree in Liberal 
Studies in 1975. In June 1978, he graduated with a B.S. in Sociology and Psychology f rom CSU Dominguez 
Hills  

Living a Christ-centered life 

Outside of  work and ministry, Wes and his family all enjoy athletics. Everyone in the family has played hockey 
at some point of  his or her life. As a young adult, he learned to surf  f rom a beach buddy. He stopped surf ing 
when the children arrived and pursued other activities, such as running and cycling. However, later he took up 
surf ing again. 

His favorite place, the beach, is where he f requents early on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and every Friday for 
quiet time. “It’s a special time between me and the Lord,” he shared. “I begin each prayer with my version of 
the Lord’s Prayer.” In this prayer, he also prays for the day ahead, that he will be a good Christian example. 

Wes takes his commitment to Christ seriously and strives to live a Christ-centered life. 

(Wes Harada Profile Continued from page 4) 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
� OASIS  
Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m., room 218. Taught by 
Pastor Ron Matsuda. Contact the off ice. 

� GVBC Bilingual Worship Service 

Saturday, September 8, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. 
Refreshments served in Room 201 after the service. 
Everyone welcome. The next bilingual worship service 
will be on Saturday, October 13. This service will be a 
concert. Special musicians from Japan, Rocky & Marla 
Ayatsuka, will perform. Future dates are the Saturdays 
of November 10 and December 8. Contact Pastor    
Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Concert of Prayer 
Friday, September 14, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. Our whole church family will join together 
in one accord to pray for our neighbors and families 
in Gardena and North Torrance. We hope to have 
future Concerts of  Prayer, covering our Missions 
and Neighborhood Ministries twice per year. 
Contact Bob Matsushima via the church office. 

� Keep Gardena Beautiful 

Saturday, September 15, 7:45 a.m. meet at GVBC for 
prayer and work assignments. Make a difference in 
our community by cleaning, picking up trash, 
gardening, or painting. Registration f lyers in the 
Narthex counter. 

� Fall Quarter Community Groups 

Sunday, September 16 — Sunday, October 28. The 
Community Group Directory is available now. It’s not 
too late to join a Community Group. Pick up a directory 
or to sign up, visit the table in the Narthex after the 
worship services. Contact Pastor Annette Kakimoto 
via the office or email gvbc@gvbc.net [Community 
Group in subject line]. 
DEADLINE to be included is Sunday, September 9. 

� Perspectives on the World Christian Movement 
Mondays f rom September 17 to January 14, 2013 
(excluding 12/24 & 12/31), 6:30 — 9:30 p.m., Room 
218/220. This is a dynamic course where you can 
discover what God is doing around the world and 
consider your part in His purposes. Classes held for 
16 sessions. Visit www.perspectives.org to register 
online. Scholarships available. Contact Thomas 
Park or email thomas.y.park@gmail.com. 

� New GVBC Class: Freed-up Financial Living 

Fridays, September 21 to November 2, 7:00 — 
9:00p.m., Room 201. Money management and 
trusting God go hand-in-hand. The Freed-Up 
Financial Living curriculum outlines biblical 
essentials on earning, giving, saving, spending and 
reducing debt, while providing practical tips to help 
participants achieve their own f inancial, personal, 
and spiritual goals. By the end of the course, you 
will have a usable Spending Plan, the knowledge to 
implement it, and a commitment to follow through 
on it. Look for the signup table after Sunday worship 

services in the Courtyard or call the off ice, ext. 0. 
Taught by Silvio Carrara and Hermann Schurr. 

� Baptism Sunday, September 30 
� Pastoral Appreciation Month 

October is our Pastoral Appreciation month. 
Encourage our pastors (and their spouses) with a little 
note of appreciation. A box will be on the Narthex 
counter to place your cards and letters. We will 
recognize our Pastors and their spouses during both 
worship services [date TBD]. 

� American Baptist Churches of Los Angeles 

(ABCLA) Annual Meeting 
Thursday, October 4 to Saturday, October 6, First 
Baptist Church, Gendale. If  you are a member of 
GVBC, come as a delegate to the business session of 
the annual meeting to know and experience the 
regional mission and financial issues. The one-day 
registration fee and luncheon will be paid by GVBC 
Sign up by calling the office, ext. 0. For more info, see 
the flyer on the Narthex counter. DEADLINE is 
Sunday, Sept. 9. 

� JEMS Ladies Luncheon 

Saturday, October 6, 8:00 a.m. — 1:30 p.m., 
Wintersburg Presbyterian Church, 2000 N. Fairview 
St., Santa Ana. Cost: $12 per person (make checks 
payable to JEMS). Workshop costs: pay workshop 
leaders directly. Payment DEADLINE: October 1. 
Eleven workshops to choose from. Registration flyers 
Narthex information counter. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Short-term Missions) 

•Saturday, October 6 

•Saturday, December 8 
NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. Spanish is 
helpful, but not required. Contact Teresa 
Matsushima at treesaw47@gmail.com. 

� Men’s Retreat 

Saturday, October 13 to Sunday, October 14, Victory 
Ranch. Theme: “Men as Promise Believers” 2 Peter 
1: 4. For all GVBC men and their guests—college 
age and up. The speaker for this year’s retreat will 
be one of our former GVBC brothers, Pastor Kyle 
Shimazaki of  Evergreen Baptist San Gabriel Valley. 
Please join us. Signups will begin Sunday, 
September 9 in the Courtyard af ter the worship 
services. Contact Yosh Amano at 
Matusalax@aol.com or Kent Komae at 
kkomae@aol.com. 

� URBANA Silent Auction 

Sunday, October 21, Community Hall & Courtyard. 
This silent auction is a fundraiser for those going to 
URBANA Student Missions Conference in St. Louis, 
MO. held December 27-31. Donations to the auction 
will be accepted soon. Various things can be donated, 
such as gift cards, gently used items, books, games, 
toys, tickets to sporting events, gift baskets, perfume 
gift sets, jewelry, and much more. [NOTE: both 
worship services will be in the Sanctuary and Nichigo 
service will be in Room 218/220]. Contact Chris Koga, 
chris@gvbc.net. 

� Harvest Festival 

Wednesday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. 
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Issue 16 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, September 19. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. 
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, September 16. 

  

KidZone News 
On Friday, August 24 during their First Grade Welcome Pizza 
Party, KidZone welcomed f ive new f irst graders. Praise the Lord! 

Youth Ministry News 
Our Greenhouse middle school leader, Pastoral Intern Layne Wakuta, 
reported to the staff that on Friday, August 24 during their Sixth Grade 
Welcome, sixteen new sixth graders joined Greenhouse. 

Also, he stated, on this same Friday evening, the 180 Senior High 
Ministry received nineteen incoming ninth graders. Praise the Lord ! 

  

Seminarian Scholarship Golf Tournament News 
Thanks to all who participated in this year’s Seminarian Scholarship Golf  Tournament held 
on Monday, August 13 at the Rio Hondo Golf Course in Downey. We were able to raise over 
$18,000 for our seminary students. A big THANK YOU for your support. 



┌         ┐ 
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�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

� Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 
 

New Sermon Series: Extraordinary Financial Fitness 
 

Sunday, September 16, Teacher/Leader Dedication 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Financial Fitness 

 
Sunday, September 23 

Pastor Steve Langley~ Financial Fitness 
 

Sunday, September30 
Pastor Steve Langley~ Financial Fitness 

 
Sunday, October 7/Communion 

Pastor Steve Langley~ Financial Fitness 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 


